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Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  ninth  Annual 
Report  for  your  District. 

As  last  year,  there  are  two  tables  of  vital  statistics  both 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General. 

Vital  StatistioSi — As  will  be  seen  in  the  tables,  there  are 
two  separate  estimations  for  the  population  of  the  district, 
one  for  the  Death-rate  and  one  for  the  Birth-rate.  The  former 
excludes  all  non-civilian  males,  either  serving  at  home  or 
abroad,  but  the  latter  includes  all  enlisted  males  according  to 
estimation. 

During  1919  there  were  52  deaths  of  residents  in  the 
district,  giving  a death-rate  of  16.7  per  1,000,  a rise  on  last 
year,  when  it  was  13.6  per  1,000.  Of  these  deaths  25  were 
males  and  27  females. 

During  the  year  there  were  56  births  in  the  Borough, 
giving  a birth-rate  of  17.2  per  1,000,  a distinct  rise  on  last 
year,  when  it  was  11.8  per  1,000.  Of  these  births  24  were 
males  and  32  females,  containing  amongst  them  4 illegitimate 
children  (2  of  either  sex). 

There  were  seven  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  during  the  year,  four  males  and  three  females,  giving  an 
infantile  mortality  of  125  per  1,000  births,  a rise  on  last  year, 
when  it  was  78.9  per  1,000  births.  This  is  to  be  regretted. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  report,  the 
population  as  estimated  for  last  year  for  use  in  arriving  at  the 
birth-rate  is  3,237,  and  this  includes  all  civilian  males  belong- 
ing to  the  district  who  are  at  present  serving  in  the  Forces 
either  at  home  or  abroad.  Comparing  this  with  the  Census 
for  1911,  we  there  find  that  the  population  was  3,282. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. — The 

Borough  of  Buckingham  consists  of  the  town  itself  and  the 
Hamlets  of  Lenborough,  Gawcott,  and  Bourton.  The  town 
lies  in  a valley,  with  the  River  Ouse  running  through  it.  The 
area  of  the  whole  district  (exclusive  of  that  covered  by  water) 
is  4,773  acres  Ir.  9p. 
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Buckingham  is  the  centre  of  a large  agricultural  district, 
with  its  own  market  on  Saturdays,  and  consequently  the  occu- 
pation of  its  inhabitants,  especially  of  the  Hamlets,  is  mainly 
m agriculture.  In  the  town  is  the  Factory  of  Messrs.  Thew, 
Hooker  & Gilbey,  where  powdered  milk,  condensed  milk, 
malted  milk,  cocoa  and  chocolate,  etc.,  are  manufactured, 
and  this  gives  employment  to  a large  number  of  people,  both 
male  and  female.  In  addition  there  is  a fairly  large  Motor 
Garage,  two  Corn  Mills,  and  other  industries  common  to  a 
country  town  of  this  description.  There  is  no  occupation 
having  any  particular  influence  on  the  public  health.  There 
is  one  Voluntary  Hospital  m the  shape  of  the  Buckingham 
Nursing  Home,  which  is  maintained  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions, and  where  hve  male  and  five  female  adult  patients  can 
be  admitted  at  one  time,  with  cots  for  two  or  three  children. 
At  the  time  of  writing  there  is  a scheme  on  foot,  organised  by 
the  Committee  for  the  enlargement  of  this  Home,  bringing  it 
more  up-to-date,  and  with  the  provision  of  an  operating 
theatre,  etc.  In  conjunction  with  the  Home  is  run  the 
Buckingham  District  Nursing  Association,  which  employs  the 
services  of  two  District  Nurses,  who  attend  to  the  needs 
(including  Midwifery)  of  not  only  the  Borough  but  surround- 
ing villages  as  well.  This  Home  and  these  Nurses  are  an 
enormous  asset  to  the  district.  In  addition  to  this  there  is 
the  Buckingham  Union  Infirmary,  under  the  care  of  the 
Guardians,  and  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  infectious  cases, 
which  will  be  dealt  with  later  in  the  report. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  in  the  district  during  1919 
was  £^1  19s.  4d. 

Water  Supply. — The  town  of  Buckingham  receives  its 
water  supply  from  three  separate  sources. 

(1)  Akeley  Wells. 

(2)  Maids  Moreton  Water  Works. 

(3)  Gawcott  Road  Wells. 

(1)  These  are  wells  sunk  in  the  high  ground  near  the 
village  of  Akeley,  about  2j  miles  away,  the  water  being  con- 
veyed by  mains  to  the  reservoir  at  Maids  Moreton.  This 
supply  is  fairly  constant,  and  has  been  improved  of  late  years, 
but  falls  off  to  some  extent  in  dry  weather. 

(2)  At  Maids  Moreton  (Ij  miles  from  Buckingham)  there 
are  two  direct  acting  pumps,  driven  by  10-h.p.  and  20-h.p. 
loco,  type  boilers,  lifting  water  from  a depth  of  200  feet  into 
the  60,000  gallon  main  reservoir  situated  at  the  same  place, 
from  whence  it  is  distributed  by  the  mains  to  the  houses  them- 
selves. The  large  pump  yields  ordinarily  7,000-8,000  gallons 
per  hour,  and  the  small  pump  4,000-5,000  gallons. 
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(3)  These  two  wells  are  situated  up  the  Gawcott  Road, 
which  form  an  addition  to  the  water  supply,  especially  for  that 
end  of  the  town,  but  the  mam  supply  is  from  (1)  and  (2). 

There  is  no  possibility  of  contamination  to  any  of  these 
sources  of  supply,  and  the  quality  is  excellent.  An  analysis 
taken  in  1912  showed  the  following: — 


Total  dissolved  Matter  ... 

38.92  grains. 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

1.3 

Ammonia  free  of  Saline 

.0 

5) 

Ammonia  Albuminoid 

0.001 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

0.014 

5? 

Ditto  in  Nitrites 

0. 

5? 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  Organic  ] 
Matter  and  Iron  (in  3 hours)  I 

0.078 

Gawcott  village  has  its  own  supply  by  gravitation  from  a 
well  up  Hillesden  Road,  and  this  is  satisfactory.  Outlying 
cottages  in  the  Bourton  and  Lenborough  districts  have  their 
own  supplies  from  wells. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. — This  is  prevented  by 
the  treatment  of  the  sewerage  on  the  Sewage  Farm. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  town  of  Buckingham  is 
efficiently  sewered,  and  gravitates  to  the  Sewage  Pumping 
Station,  consisting  of  two  pumps  run  by  two  oil  engines, 
which  lift  the  sewage  from  the  mains  on  to  the  town  Sewerage 
Farm,  where  it  is  dealt  with  by  first  passing  through  two 
settling  tanks,  and  thence  on  to  the  Farm  itself,  which  con- 
sists of  five  acres,  and  which  is  used  for  the  cultivation  of 
mangels,  giving  a good  crop  yearly.  The  effluent  runs  into 
the  River  Ouse. 

The  plant  at  the  Pumping  Station  consists  of  two  7-h.p. 
Tangyer  oil  engines  and  two  treble  ram  pumps,  capable  of 
raising  8,000  gallons  per  hour  each.  The  approximate 
quantity  of  sewage  dealt  with  daily  is  about  85,000  gallons. 
These  have  all  been  thoroughly  overhauled  during  the  year, 
and  at  the  present  time  are  working  very  efficiently,  and  a 
considerable  saving  has  been  effected  in  the  consumption  of 
oil. 

Gawcott  : This  hamlet  has  no  sewerage  system  like  the 
town,  the  large  majority  of  houses  having  pail  closets  or 
privies,  the  contents  of  which  are  removed  weekly  by  the 
Corporation’s  covered  cart  and  taken  to  and  disposed  of  in  a 
field  about  a mile  away.  A few  houses  have  water  closets, 
and  these  with  the  waste  water  drain  into  a large  culvert  dis- 
charging its  contents  into  an  open  dyke  situated  at  the 
Preston  Bissett  end  of  the  village. 
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Bourton  and  Lenborough  have  their  own  pail  closets 
and  privies,  and  deal  with  it  on  their  own  gardens. 

Closet  AocomniOclatiOilB  — An  approximate  estimate  of 
the  number  of  various  types  of  closets  in  the  town  of 
Buckingham  shows:  (1)  Fresh  water  W.C.’s,  642;  (2)  waste 
water  and  hand  flushed,  3;  (3)  privies  with  hxed  receptacles^ 
3 ; (4)  privies  with  movable  receptacles,  10.  Nos.  (3)  and  (4) 
are  m houses  which  he  below  the  level  of  the  main  drains,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  dealt  with  so.  The  contents  are  collected 
weekly  and  carted  to  the  Sewerage  Farm. 

Gawcott,  Lenborough  and  Bourton  : (l)  Fresh  water 
W.C.’s,  6;  (2)  waste  water  and  hand  flushed,  2;  (3)  privies 
with  movable  receptacles,  75  ; (4)  privies  with  fixed  recep- 
tacles, 55. 

Scaveilgiilg. — House  refuse  is  collected  by  the  public 
scavenging  cart  and  removed  to  the  Sewage  Farm,  where  it 
IS  ploughed  in,  and  street  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  means 
of  a hand  cart,  and  dealt  with  likewise.  In  addition  to  which 
a water  cart  and  horse-broom  are  also  used,  but  I am  glad  to 
say  that  the  tar  spraying  of  the  main  roads  of  the  town  has 
done  a lot  to  dimmish  the  dust  nuisance,  and  so  save  the  use 
of  the  water  cart,  as  well  as  rendering  it  much  easier  to  clean 
the  streets  of  refuse  and  manure,  etc. 

The  cleansing  of  the  Market  on  Saturdays,  situated  in 
the  High  Street  is  carried  out  by  the  immediate  flushing  with 
hose  pipes  and  the  use  of  disinfectant  where  necessary.  In 
connection  with  this  I would  point  out  that  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  see  that  cattle,  etc.,  are  kept  on  the  proper  con- 
crete paving  provided  m the  Market,  as  it  is  obviously  a 
difficult  matter  to  ensure  the  proper  cleansing  of  the  roadway 
of  cattle  droppings,  etc.,  after  the  market  is  over. 

In  connection  with  house  refuse  every  effort  is  made  by 
the  officials  to  get  proper  movable  ashbins  with  covers  provided 
for  houses.  The  importance  of  these  from  a sanitary  point 
of  view  cannot  be  over-estimated. 

In  Gawcott,  Bourton  and  Lenborough  house  refuse  is 
disposed  of  by  the  occupiers  themselves  on  their  own  gardens. 

^Ilk  Supply. — This  is  good.  Dairies  and  cowsheds  are 
inspected  at  regular  intervals  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
all  details  as  required  by  the  Bye-laws  attended  to.  No 
action  was  taken  during  the  year  as  to  tuberculous  milk. 

Milk  (Mother  and  Children)  Order,  1918. — No 
action  was  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  under  this  Order. 
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Other  Foods. — Inspections  are  constantly  made  by  your 
Inspector,  and  the  action  taken  during  the  year  as  to  unsound 
food  is  given  in  tables  at  end  of  report.  All  bakehouses  and 
slaughter-houses  are  frequently  inspected,  and  any  defect 
attended  to.  There  is  no  public  abattoir  in  the  district. 

Sa!e  of  Food  and  Drugs  Aet. — This  is  under  the  control 
of  the  Bucks  County  Police. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  number  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  has  been  exceptionally  small  during  1919 — viz.,  the 
following: — 

Seven  cases  of  Pneumonia. 

Three  cases  of  German  Measles. 

Seven  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

One  case  of  Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

There  has  therefore  been  no  necessity  to  open  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

This  Hospital  is  situated  in  a field  up  the  Brackley  Road, 
standing  in  half-acre  of  ground  surrounded  by  an  unclimbable 
corrugated  iron  fence  6 feet  high.  There  is  accommodation 
here  for  eight  adults  at  a time,  or  more  if  there  are  only 
children,  but  as  there  is  only  the  one  building  it  is  only  possible 
to  take  cases  of  one  type  of  disease  at  a time.  The  Hospital 
IS  looked  after  by  a nurse-caretaker,  who,  living  in  the  town, 
keeps  it  in  order  and  ready  for  immediate  use  when  not 
occupied,  and  acts  as  nurse  and  manages  the  place  when  it  is 
opened  for  the  reception  of  cases. 

On  the  receipt  of  notification  of  infectious  disease  the 
premises  where  it  occurs  are  immediately  visited,  and  when 
isolation  at  home,  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  or 
typhoid  fever,  is  impossible,  the  patient  is  transferred  to  the 
Hospital,  and  the  premises  at  once  thoroughly  disinfected. 
In  the  case  of  scarlet  fever  cases  treated  at  home,  the  Council 
provides  necessary  disinfectants  and  Eucalyptus  oil,  and  in 
connection  with  the  latter  I must  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
when  properly  applied  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  of  enormous 
use  in  stopping  the  spread  of  infection.  In  the  case  of 
diphtheria,  the  Council  provides  free  of  charge  to  necessitous 
cases  the  examination  of  throat  swabs  and  anti-toxin,  and  I 
always  advise  the  advisability  of  the  prophylactic  use  of  the 
latter  for  all  contacts. 

There  were  four  deaths  from  influenza  during  1919,  two 
males  and  two  females.  Your  Council  have  appointed  a Special 
Committee  to  act  in  conjunction  with  me  should  we  again  be 
visited  by  an  epidemic  of  this  disease. 
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Small-Pox. — In  the  event  of  a case  of  this  disease 
occuring  in  the  Borough,  arrangements  can  immediately  be, 
made  for  the  patient  to  be  removed  to  the  Hospital  near  Fenny 
Stratford,  under  the  scheme  for  North  Bucks,  to  which  your 
Council  are  subscribers  ; and  immediate  steps  taken  to 
disinfect  all  premises  and  deal  with  all  contacts.  The  number 
of  successful  vaccination  certificates  received  during  1919  by 
the  Registrar  was  9. 

Tubercylosis. — Here  we  come  under  the  Bucks  County 
Council  Scheme,  and  we  have  in  High  Street  a County  Councjl 
Dispensary,  which  is  visited  by  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  Dr.  L.  T.  Burra,  on  the  third  Saturday  m every  month, 
g,nd  to  which  all  tubercular  cases  can  be  sent,  or  attend.  In 
addition  to  which  Dr.  Burra  will  come  and  see  any  case  that 
desires  it  at  their  own  home.  Such  cases,  too,  as  are  deemed 
suitable  and  require  Sanatorium  Treatment  are  sent  to  him  to 
Peppard  Sanatorium  in  Oxfordshire.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
patients  are  becoming  more  and  more  willing  to  avail  them 
selves  of  this  scheme  and  the  treatment  offered,  etc.  In 
addition,  too,  the  County  Nurse,  Nurse  Pearson,  does  “ Home 
Visitation,”  and  encourages  patients  to  take  full  advantage 
of  the  lessons  learnt  while  under  treatment. 

Venereal  Diseases. — Here  again  we  come  under  the 
Bucks  County  Council  Scheme.  Any  patient  suffering  from 
Venereal  Disease  can  be  sent  to  the  Venereal  Clinic  at  the 
Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford,  or  to  certain  London  Hospitals 
for  advice  and  treatment.  Fortunately  in  a county  town  of 
this  description  we  do  not  get  a large  number  of  these  cases, 
such  as  they  do  in  large  industrial  areas. 

^^aternity  and  Ghsld  Welfare.  — The  Infant  Welfare 
Centre,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Voluntary  Committee  of 
Ladies,  with  myself  as  Medical  Officer,  has  continued  its  work 
during  the  year  at  the  Oddfellows’  Hall,  meeting  on  the  last 
Wednesday  in  every  month.  Nurse  Pearson,  of  the  Bucks 
County  Council,  attends  to  the  weighing  of  the  children,  and 
addresses  are  given  by  me  on  appropriate  subjects,  and  other 
useful  work  is  done  by  the  lady  helpers.  This  Centre  is  no 
doubt  growing  in  popularity,  and  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  mothers  and  children  that  attend  is  encouraging.  It  has 
been  possible,  too,  to  give  much  useful  advice,  and  to  improve 
the  health  of  many  babies,  and  in  some  cases  to  obtain 
hospital  treatment  for  such  children  as  needed  it.  Advice  is 
also  given  to  expectant  mothers  should  they  attend. 

School  Inspection. — The  School  Inspection  is  carried  out 
in  the  district  by  me,  acting  as  Assistant  School  Medical 
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Officer  under  the  Bucks  County  Council.  Each  School  is 
visited  once  a term,  and  the  .work  is  so  arranged  that  each 
child  gets  three  examinations  during  its  school  career.  Nurse 
Pearson  attends  the  inspections,  and  also  does  a large  amount 
of  “ following  up  ” work  m the  homes  of  the  children,  m con- 
junction with  the  Care  Committees  of  each  school.  A large 
amount  of  useful  work  is  also  done  at  the  Schools  by  the 
Nurses  at  the  Nursing  Home.  The  majority  of  the  defects 
found  are  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  defective  teeth,  and 
defective  eyes,  and  m connection  with  these  treatment  is 
offered  at  nominal  charges  under  the  County  Council  Scheme. 
The  tonsils  and  adenoids  are  dealt  with  at  the  Nursing  Home, 
the  doctor  appointed  for  this  purpose  being  Dr.  Pearson,  and 
it  IS  satisfactory  to  note  that  nearly  50  cases  were  dealt  with 
during  1919.  The  teeth  cases  that  accept  treatment  attend 
the  Dental  School  Clinic,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Brooks, 
assisted  by  a Nursing  Home  Nurse,  nearly  every  Saturday, 
gas  being  given  for  extraction  work  by  the  local  doctors. 
Here  again  parents  are  showing  appreciation,  and  a very 
large  number  of  cases  are  dealt  with  annually.  Defective 
eyes  attend  at  Dr.  Parking’s  Eye  Clinic  every  Thursday  after- 
noon. In  connection  with  School  work,  I would  point  out 
that  close  co-operation  exists  between  all  teachers  and  myself 
with  regard  to  infectious  cases.  Any  infectious  cases  dis- 
covered m School  are  immediately  notified  to  me  by  the 
teacher  on  a special  form,  and  immediate  steps  can  be  taken 
to  prevent  spread  of  infection. 

Other  Services. — I would  mention  that  your  Council  has 
decided  to  join  in  with  other  Councils  m North  Bucks  to  utilise 
the  services  of  a Motor  Ambulance  given  by  the  Red  Cross 
Society  to  North  Bucks,  on  a scheme  outlined  by  Col.  W.  H. 
Bull,  K.H.S.,  V.D.,  of  Stony  Stratford,  County  Director  of 
V.A.D.’s.  This  ambulance  will  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  patients  to  hospitals,  such  as  Oxford,  Aylesbury, 
Northampton,  etc.,  a charge  being  made  to  the  patients  for 
the  hire,  according  to  mileage. 

Housing. — In  the  Borough  of  Buckingham  there  are  at  the 
present  time  792  houses,  comprising  624  up  to  a rateable  value 
oi  £\2  per  annum,  107  from  A 12  to  £20,  and  61  being  above 
the  latter.  There  were  no  new  houses  erected  during  1919, 
but  the  houses  to  be  erected  under  the  Council’s  scheme  were 
commenced  in  December.  This  scheme  is  dealt  with  later. 
The  population  of  the  district  is  given  earlier  in  the  report, 
and  at  the  present  time  there  is  no  reason  to  anticipate  any 
great  change,  but  at  the  same  time  there  is  no  doubt  there  is 
a distinct  and  serious  shortage  of  good  working-class  houses. 
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owing  to  (1)  a number  of  cases  where  two  families  occupy  one 
house  only  suitable  for  one ; (2)  a number  of  houses  which 
ought  to  be  closed  as  being  unfit  for  human  inhabitation  ; (3)  a 
number  of  houses  which  fall  below  a reasonable  standard  of 
htness,  and  which  it  is  desirable  should  gradually  be  closed  if 
found  as  not  possible  to  bring  up  to  standard ; and  (4)  the 
usual  demand  for  houses  by  young  couples  desirous  of  being 
married.  Your  Council  taking  into  serious  consideration  these 
needs,  and  obtaining  information  which  is  set  out  in  tabular 
form  below,  decided  to  immediately  undertake  a Housing 
Scheme  under  the  auspices  of  the  Government.  For  this 
purpose  a site  of  eight  acres  has  been  acquired  between  the 
London  and  Bourton  Roads,  and  plans  were  prepared  by  the 
Surveyor  and  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  66 
houses,  comprising : 48  houses  with  living-room,  parlour, 
scullery,  3 bedrooms,  bathroom,  and  outofhces ; 10  houses 
with  one  additional  bedroom  to  the  last  type  ; and  8 with  large 
living-room,  scullery,  bath-washhouse,  three  bedrooms,  and 
out-offices.  During  December  work  was  commenced  on  16 
houses,  and  also  on  the  new  road  which  is  to  run  between  the 
two  mains  roads  up  the  centre  of  the  site.  The  drainage 
from  these  houses  is  being  connected  with  the  existing  sewer, 
and  the  town  water  will  be  laid  on.  At  the  time  of  writing 
this  report  four  houses  have  already  got  the  roofs  on,  the  roofs 
of  four  others  nearly  completed,  and  considerable  progress 
has  been  made  with  16  others. 

Overcrowding. — There  have  been  no  serious  cases  of 
overcrowding  to  deal  with  during  the  year. 

Fitness  of  Houses. — In  an  old  county  town  of  this 
description  the  general  standard  of  the  houses  is  bound  to  be 
old-fashioned,  and  only  fair  as  to  modern  requirements, 
though  the  majority  of  the  houses  are  sound  structurally. 
The  general  character  of  defects  found  to  exist  will  be  seen 
by  tables  at  the  end  of  the  report,  and  also  all  action  taken 
under  the  various  Acts  appertaining  thereto.  At  the  present 
time  the  great  difficulty  experienced  in  getting  defects 
remedied  are  (1)  the  high  cost  of  material  in  houses  of  low 
rental,  and  (2)  the  inability  of  local  firms  to  carry  out  the  work 
expeditiously.  I would  here  add  that  in  order  to  be  able  to 
join  in  the  scheme  for  the  Motor  Ambulance  referred  to  above, 
it  has  been  necessary  to  adopt  one  section  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act  1907,  and  your  Council  has  decided  to 
apply  for  the  adoption  of  the  whole  Act,  as  being  useful  in 
dealing  with  various  matters  relating  to  sanitary  and  housing 
matters.  The  work  under  the  Housing  Acts  is  carried  out  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  conjunction  with  myself. 


lO 


The  table  referred  to  above  is  now  given.  It  is  taken 
from  the  survey  required  to  be  taken  last  Autumn  under  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  1919. 

ESTIMATE  OF  HOUSING  NEEDS. 

Working-class  houses  required  during  the  next  three 
years  to — 

(a)  Meet  the  unsatisfied  demand  for  houses  (taking 

account  of  growth  of  population,  overcrowd- 
ing ,etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

(b)  Replace  other  dwellings  which  are  unfit  for  human 

inhabitation  and  cannot  be  made  fit 18 


(c)  Replace  obstructive  and  other  buildings  which 

should  be  demolished,  and  not  included  under 

n; 

• ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  V./ 

(d)  Replace  other  houses  which,  although  they 

cannot  at  present  be  regarded  as  unfit  for 
human  inhabitation,  fall  definitely  below  a 
reasonable  standard  22 

Since  the  above  Survey  was  taken  by  your  officials, 
circumstances  have  arisen,  in  the  discharge  of  a number  of 
employees  from  the  large  Factory  in  the  town,  which  will,  no 
doubt,  reduce  the  number  estimated  under  (a)  above.  At  the 
time  of  writing  steps  are  being  taken  to  re-estimate  this 
number,  and  your  Committee,  with  your  officials,  have  the 
matter  under  their  consideration,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Housing  Commissioner. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  Mr.  G.  B.  Chilvers  for 
all  his  kind  assistance  to  me  during  1919  and  for  his  help  in 
compiling  this  report. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  EBEN  PEMBERTON,  M.B.,  B.s. 


Causes  of  Death  in  Buckingham  Urban  District,  1919. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes. 

(Civilians  only) . 

25 

27 

Influcrizs,  •••  •. 

2 

2 

Plumonary  Tuberculosis 

• • • 

4 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

• . . 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

• • « 

1 

5 

Meningitis 

• • • 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

• • * 

2 

1 

Bronchitis 

• • ♦ 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

• • • 

1 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

. , 

2 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal 

Fever 

1 

Congenital  Debilitv,  &c. 

• ♦ • 

2 

2 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

• « « 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

> • . 

8 

8 

Causes  ill-defined  or  un-known 

2 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of 

age... 

4 

3 

Total  Births 

• • • 

24 

32 

Legitimate 

22 

30 

Illegitimate 

... 

2 

2 

Population  1 For  ?;rth-rate  ... 

(For  Death-rate... 

3237 
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on-civilians  are  included  in  these  figures  for  England  and  Wales  but  not  for  other  areas. 
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Boroug^h  of  Buckingham. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1919. 

'Phis  Return  does  not  include  work  done  under  the  Housing  Acts. 


General. 


Number  of  Inspections  ...  ..  ...  ...  320 

Number  of  Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint  ..  ...  ...  50 

Notices  served  (formal  48)  (informal  2)  ...  ...  50 

Nuisances  abated  (a)  by  persons  responsible  ...  ...  50 

0)  by  Council  ...  ...  ...  — 

Summonses  taken  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Convictions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


House  Nuisances. 


Roofs  repaired  ,.  ...  ...  ...  ..  6 

Spouts  cleaned  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pavements  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  Houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  House  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ..  9 


Drains,  W.C.’s,  &c. 


Drains  cleansed,  repaired,  or  ventilated  ...  ...  20 

New  drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C.’s  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

W.C.’s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

W.C.’s  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without)  ...  1 

Earth  Closets,  Privies,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 


Water  Supply. 

Houses  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without) 

Samples  of  water  analysed good  bad 

Water  Certificates  granted  (Rural  Districts) 
Water  Certificates  deferred  (Rural  Districts) 
Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired 
Wells  cleansed,  repaired 
Wells  closed 


1 


Food. 

Seizures  of  unsound  food  (details  separately) 
Surrenders  of  unsound  food 
Apples 
Dates 

Corned  Beef 
Bacon 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  on  register 

Number  of  inspections 

Number  of  defects  found 

Number  of  defects  remedied  „„ 


6 

1 barrel 
14  lbs. 

10  lbs. 

760  lbs. 


6 

36 


14 


Bakehouses. 


Number  on  register 
Number  of  inspections 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  of  defects  remedied 


6 

24 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  dairymen  or  purveyors  of  milk  on  register 

Number  of  cowkeepers  on  register 

Number  of  inspections 

Number  of  defects  found 

Number  of  defects  remedied 


30 

60 

1 

1 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

Number  on  register 
Number  of  inspections 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  of  defects  remedied 


43 

43 


Various. 


Visits  to  infected  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Other  items  (e.g'.,  common  lodging  houses,  canal  boats,  &c.)  — 


. c * 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  TABLE. 

Statement  required  by  Article  V.  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Districts) 
Regulations,  1910,  in  regard  to  the  inspection  of  dwelling-houses  under 
Section  17  (i)  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1909. 


1919 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purpose  of 

the  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  such  dwelling-houses  which  were  considered  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  representations  were 
made  to  the  local  authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of 
closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 

made  by  the  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 
without  the  making  of  closing  orders 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after  the  making  of  closing  orders, 

were  made  fit  for  human  habitation  ..  ...  ...  ..  i 


Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  local  authority 

and  costs  recovered  ...  ..  ...  ...  ..  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  local  authority 

and  costs  not  yet  recovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


General  Character  of  Defects  found  : 

(a)  Drainage  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(/;)  Closet  Accommodation,  insufficient  or  defective  ...  ...  — 

(r)  Water  Supply  exposed  to  surface  pollution  ...  ...  ...  — 

((/}  Insufficient  circulation  of  air  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  , — 

(e)  Dampness  4 

(/)  Insufficient  light  — 

(^)  Dirty  by  tenant’s  default  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(A)  Dirty  by  landlord’s  default  — 

(t)  Insufficient  paving  4 

(j)  Deficient  method  of  refuse  disposal  ...  ..  ...  ...  — 

(A)  Internal  structural  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(/)  Defective  roofs,  gutters  and  down  pipes  ...  ...  ...  $ 


i6 

Borougfh  of  Buckingfham. 

Summary  of  work  carried  out  by  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1919. 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  320 

Complaints  received  ...  . . ...  3 

Stopped  and  defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  20 

Defective  and  insanitary  gullies  ...  ...  ...  4 

Foul  insanitary  and  defective  closet  pans  . ...  15 

Foul  insanitary  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  and  insufficient  ventilation  of  drains  ...  ...  5 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  arrangement  of  waste  pipes  ...  ...  1 

Defective  gullies  and  r.  w.  pipes  ...  ...  ...  2 

Offensive  aceummulations  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  well  covers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  urinal  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Disinfection  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Dirty  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890  ...  ...  No. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  3 ...  No. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1907  about  to  be  adopted. 

BYE-LAWS. 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ..  ...  ...  ...  Yes. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  ,.  ...  ...  ...  No. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  Yes. 

Water  Supply  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  No. 

Cleansing  of  Footways  ...  ...  ...  ...  Y^es. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes. 

Cleansing  of  Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  ...  ..  ...  ' ...  Yes. 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes. 

Carriage  of  Offensive  Matters  ...  ..  ...  Yes. 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes. 

Tents,  Vans,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  No. 

REGULATIONS. 

Daries,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  Yes. 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  Yes. 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  . No. 


